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CASA Spotlight 
Our Oath… Our Commitment 
Submitted By: Kathy Rittiman, Volunteer Coordinator  

How long has it been since you were sworn in as an advocate? How long has it been 

since you read the oath you took on that day? As the Wolf brand chili commercial 

used to say, “Well, that’s too long!” 

This oath had two parts: a promise to faithfully execute the duties assigned, a pledge 

of confidentiality, and a promise to seek what is in the best interest of the child or 

children to whom you may be assigned.  

It’s the last part of the oath that I would like to examine with you. The promise to 

seek what is in the best interest of the child should be our foremost concern.  

Yes, we should consult with the child’s DPS caseworker, biological parents (if their 

rights have not been terminated), the child’s Attorney ad Litem, and our own CASA 

Supervisor. However, we bear an enormous (in my opinion) responsibility to the 

child, and I believe we do an injustice to the child if we simply “go with the flow” and 

follow the path of least resistance.  

Our role in making or recommendation is to factor in ALL considerations, All wishes, 

ALL information, and then determine what would be in the BEST INTEREST OF 

THE CHILD OR CHILDREN. We, then, must recommend that indeed, seeks the 

child/children’s best interest. CASAs are not a rubber stamp approval for any one en-

tity and even though some may state ‘CASA just doesn’t get it,” I would rather make 

my recommendations based on facts than feelings. Why not give the other parties 

something to consider? Why not go out on a limb? Why not? A child’s life and long 

term well-being is depending on our recommendation and commitment. 

The holidays are upon us. May the season bring us renewed commitment to the chil-

dren we serve. May the love of God shine through us. Merry Christmas to all, and to 

all a good night! 

Visit us at: Beeacasa.org, 113 Cleveland in Beeville or 211 S. McCall Street in Sinton.  

Call us at: 361-542-4407 or 361-587-3234 to make YOUR commitment today 

     

           MISSION  

    ACCOMPLISHED 

 

   331  Children 

    154  Cases 

        71   Volunteers 

   204   Children       

                   placed in safe,  
                   permanent &  
                   loving homes 

 

         CURRENTLY  

            SERVING 

 

       140   Children 

        63    Cases 

 

“May The Season Bring 

Us Renewed Commitment 

To The Children We 

Serve.”  

-Kathy Rittiman 



 

 
Helping Hands are Healing Hands 
Submitted By:  Christopher Cano —Guardian at Litem/Volunteer of the Month 

I became a CASA Volunteer not knowing about the program. A friend and I had 

been dining at a local restaurant, when we seen a flier with tear off numbers. We 

spoke about the program and what it does, as well as how it works. My friend, 

who was working at CPS at the time, already knew how CASA worked, and rec-

ommended that I apply as a volunteer. That day, I took one of those numbers and 

stuck it in my pocket. 

The next day I woke up and was about to start my daily routine, which involved 

purchasing a taco (or two) at my favorite taco place. As I stood in the line, a lady stood behind me. I offered for 

her to go ahead of me. When I asked what she did for work, she explained that she was a Case Supervisor for 

CASA; it was as if God managed to call me to CASA. So, I applied to become a CASA, which later led me on my 

journey as a Guardian Ad Litem. 

The reason I became a Guardian Ad Litem, is because I also was neglected and abused as a child. The fear and 

shame a child feels can make growing up exceedingly difficult. Add to that mix being a LGBTQIA youth only 

makes it harder to blend into society and survive. I believe that people can make a difference; if they would only 

take action and listen to our future. CASA has been that light in the darkness, which allowed me to be able to 

help children in my community. The fulfillment I received as a CASA Guardian Ad Litem, helped not only the 

kids on my cases, but has also helped in healing my inner self. 

My first case helped me understand the value of what we do at CASA. One of my children, when asked what she 

wanted to be when she grew up replied “I want to marry a gang leader.” That broke my heart, so I made sure, 

over the course of that next year, to let her know she had value as a young lady, and that she needed to know her 

worth. I encouraged her with words of wisdom and let her know she had so many options to a better path. This 

little girl, amidst the pandemic, has advanced to the next grade level, is on the A and B Honor Roll, and is now 

pursuing a career in cosmetology, which is offered in our local high school’s vocational programs.  

I also failed to mention that although I am a student pursuing my degree in law, that I am also a licensed hair-

stylist. My other child also wishes to pursue a career as a barber. His troubles also extend from his father’s fami-

ly, in which the influence of drugs had altered his decision-making skills. His maturity level, like his other sib-

lings, was exceedingly very low. He would steal from local vendors to survive. His CPS caseworker and I had to 

work together to make him understand how his actions affect him negatively and that he needed to use reason 

when making decisions. His behavior has finally calmed to understanding, and he will rejoin his sister and moth-

er in the summer. The young man has graduated to the next grade level as well.  

Being a volunteer has been an amazing experience, and I would highly recommend anyone wanting to help their 

community to be a part of a wonderful, rewarding and essential way to heal our community. Too often we have 

turned our heads away from uncomfortable experiences. It’s time we make a difference. My mantra has always 

been “Each one, Teach one.” 

 

Our CASA Volunteer of the Month is Christopher Cano. Mr. Cano has 

served as a CASA Volunteer for 2 years and served on 4 cases involv-

ing 11 children. Because of Mr. Cano’s support and advocating for 

these children, they are in a safe, stable environment. We are grateful 

for his desire to be of service.  

CASA of the Month:  

Christopher Cano 

FEATURED ARTICLE: 



CASA of Bee, Live Oak & McMullen Counties Also Serving San Patricio County 

                113 E. Cleveland St.                 211 S. McCall 
                P.O. Box 184    beeacasa.org            Sinton, TX 78387 
                Beeville, TX 78104                 361) 587-3234 
               (361) 542-4407 
 

    Mission Statement: To help abused and neglected children of Bee, Live Oak, McMullen and San  
Patricio Counties find permanent homes by empowering citizens as volunteers to advocate for the  

foster child’s best interest.  

A Word from Our Director... 
Children, More Reasons to Love Christmas 
Submitted By: Brenda Dees, Executive Director 

‘Tis the season to be jolly; especially if you have children, then you have hundreds of 

reasons to be excited about celebrating Christmas. Of course, it can be stressful, and 

costly, however, think about all the amazing things that come along with being a par-

ent during this special, joyful, season. I’ve listed some of my top ten reasons to love 

Christmas when you have children: 

1. A child’s capacity to believe provides parents with a chance to experience the magic 

all over again. 

2. You can re-live all of your favorite Christmas bedtime stories movies, another year 

to watch ’A Christmas Story,’ and the famous quote from that movie “You’ll shoot 

your eye out!” 

3. You have the best bribe ever… Four words: Santa is watching you! 

4. You have a chance to teach your children a valuable lesson in giving and gratitude. 

5. Your home smells like freshly baked cookies and cinnamon. 

6. You have weeks with them by your side. Spending quality time helps create lasting 

memories 

7. The look of pure delight in their eyes as they experience the joys of Christmas. 

8. With children, you can establish life-long traditions with them that teach kids the 

real meaning of Christmas. 

9. You get to redecorate the tree every second night. Gotta love your toddlers! 

10. And my all time favorite that I am reminded of to this day… You get to scare them 

for life with the classic Santa photo you’ll pull out every Christmas and show the    

children, and their children/spouse. 

Aside from all of the above, most importantly to me, 

Christmas provides a wonderful opportunity to pour 

the truth of the gospel into the hearts of your chil-

dren. It’s an ideal time to show them the greatest gift 

they could ever receive, the gift of Jesus Christ, and 

the greatest give they could share with others. Just 

remember, the true spirit of Christmas lies in your 

heart. “There has to be at least one day of the year to 

remind us that WE are here for something/someone 

else besides ourselves.” — Eric Sevareid. This year, 

consider giving a child who’s been abused or 

neglected your greatest gift; YOUR TIME. 

                 

                                    

               

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

              DECEMBER  

              UP COMING    

                 EVENTS  

    15th – Brown Bag 

 

             DECEMBER  

             BIRTHDAYS 

      9th —Elia Martin 

    12th — Barbara  

                 Chesshir 

    16th — Tamara 

                  Chrisp 

    21st —  Maggie 

                  Mossler 

   23rd — Christopher 

                     Rivas 

 

  

 


