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CASA Spotlight 

Focus on Keeping Families Together 

Submitted By: Jennifer Knapp, Case Supervisor 

The past month of June was National Reunification Month, a month dedicat-
ed to raising awareness of the importance of keeping families involved in the 
child welfare system together and recognizing how the community can better 
support these families. This is the focus of CASA of Bee, Live Oak, McMullen, 
and San Patricio Counties not just in June but throughout the year. When a 
family becomes involved with the child welfare system, the first priority of 
the Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS) and CASA is to 
help reunite children with their parents whenever safe and possible. CASA 
volunteers strive to engage and connect with the families so that they have 
the support and resources needed to have their children safely come back 
home. Some people believe that once children are removed from home and 
placed into foster care, no further help for them is needed. The reality, 
though, is that foster care is not meant to be a permanent situation, and most 
kids in foster care experience a sense of grief and loss after being removed 
from their home, regardless of what their situation was like.  

CASA volunteers stay by a child’s side throughout their time in foster care, 
advocating first for reunification when safe and possible. These volunteers 
get to know the children, parents and family as well as others involved in 
their lives—including foster parents, therapists, teachers and attorneys—
collaborating with everyone to put family reunification as the first priority 
whenever it is safe and possible. We recognize that the vast majority of par-
ents love their children and want what’s best for them, and the parents of the 
children we serve are no exception. Many times, parents involved with the 
foster care system struggle to access the resources, support, and education 
they need to be able to complete services ordered by the judge. Our CASA 
volunteers can make a monumental difference by helping connect families to 
services and support. CASA volunteers also make sure the children and    
parents they serve have a support system of family and other caring adults 
that will stay involved long after CASA and DFPS involvement ends, because 
when parents and children have a good support system, reunification is more 
likely to be successful. 

     

           MISSION  

    ACCOMPLISHED 

 

       379 Children 

      179  Cases 

          77  Volunteers 

      243 Children       

                   placed in safe,  

                   permanent &  

                   loving homes 

 

         CURRENTLY  

            SERVING 
 

       142  Children 

          60  Cases 

 

 

“May we think of freedom, not 

as the right to do as we  please, 

but as the opportunity to do 

what is right”  

— Rev. Dr. Peter Marshall   



 

 
CASA Volunteers: A Force to Ensure Normalcy 
Submitted By: Mary Williams 

 

Texas CASA highlights various topics related to children in the child welfare system throughout the 
year.  This month it is Normalcy. What is childhood normalcy?  In our world of relativity, normal is a 
word that has become an almost nebulous term.  Here at CASA the volunteers define what it means 
based on their own background and experiences and for the most part, there is commonality amongst 
them.  Volunteers are trained to advocate in court and also to work towards ensuring “normalcy” for 
the children in their case(s) outside of the courtroom.   

When we talk about childhood normalcy, we consider those activities a child may encounter in school, 
at home, or in public places.  Activities such as sports, games, music, art, reading on trips to the library, 
going fishing, seeing a movie, picnicking at a park or beach, gaming at a bowling alley, or visiting a   
museum, swimming pool, or even a mall.  Often, these types of activities are completely overlooked for 
children in the foster care system.   

Depending on their placement and level of care, some children do not have the occasion to participate 
in what most would consider normal summertime activities.  So often the adults in the case are so     
focused on the requirements of various agencies that they don’t consider the benefits healthy recreation 
has for the physical, psychological, and social development of the children in their care.  This is why the 
intervention of a CASA Volunteer matters.  By recognizing and guaranteeing something as simple as a 
summertime activity occurs for a child in care, a child’s life may be forever impacted for the better. 

 

 

CASA Prayer Warriors:  

Christopher Cano and Beau with James Jones, Chaplain 

We are pleased to re-instate the monthly CASA Prayer Warrior group meeting 

which was halted due to guidelines for the COVID19 pandemic.  It is an interfaith 

gathering every 2nd Wednesday of the month that is open to all members of the  

CASA family...be it volunteers, staff, or board members.  The agenda is simply to 

pray for the children in the child welfare system and their families, the CASA     

program, and the community.   
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               (361) 542-4407 

Mission Statement: To help abused and neglected children of Bee, Live Oak, McMullen and San  
Patricio Counties find permanent homes by empowering citizens as volunteers to advocate for the  

foster child’s best interest.  

A Word from Our Director... 
Child Normalcy 
Submitted By:  Brenda Dees, Executive Director 

July in Texas is full of sun, swimming pools, barbecues, and tons of fun  

activities for children. Many children have the opportunity to enjoy their 

summer vacation by attending camps, participating in sports, or having a 

summer job, but there are many children in foster care who do not get the 

chance to experience these sorts of summertime activities. Removed from 

home and placed in the child welfare system because their family is in     

crisis, these children are already facing trauma that no child should         

experience. Kids in foster care can feel disconnected from other kids their 

age because of what they’re going through, so it’s important to help them 

feel as normal as possible, Getting the chance to participate in normal 

childhood activities can be essential to a child’s well-being. 

“Normalcy” is a term commonly used in child welfare for any experiences 

that contribute to a child’s autonomy and social functioning. Activities    

associated with a “normal” childhood, such as sleepovers, pool parties, 

having an ice cream cone or going to a dance can be imperative to a child’s 

sense of security, regularity and well-being. Another aspect of normalcy is 

working to ensure that the realities and difficulties of a child’s situation  

interrupt their everyday lives as little as possible. Friendship and socializa-

tion are imperative for children to maintain good health and psychological 

well-being. While things like visitation, appointments and therapy are    

essential for the children we serve, we don’t want them to come in the way 

of everyday activities that are also important to their development, like 

school or an extracurricular activity. Foster parents, CASA volunteers, 

caseworkers and others who serve children in foster care must work        

together to make normalcy a priority. 

Ultimately, true normalcy is achieved when children are no longer in the 

system and have the resources and support they need to thrive—preferably 

back home with their family, whenever safe and possible. Until then, they 

need a voice to speak up for them, to ensure they are able to participate in 

hobbies and activities that will help them grow and heal. Consider        

becoming a CASA volunteer and advocate for a child who needs 

you. Take advantage of our CASA program’s next pre-service 

training in August. You can also find more information at beeacasa.org 

or call us at:  361-547-4407 in Beeville, or 361-587-3234 in Sinton.  

      
JULY EVENTS 

15th—CASA Game Night     

20th – Brown Bag 

    27th—In-Service  

Topic: Poverty Simulation 
 

Birthdays 

7th—Meredith Thoms 

18th—Kathy Rittiman 

24th—Ravae Ramos 
 

CASAversaries 

Deanna Kimes (2) 

Mia Moore (2) 

James Wilson (2) 

Maggie Mossler (1) 

Mary Ellen Ruiz (1) 

Adriana Sanchez (1)  

Joanne Soward (1) 

Brittany Williams (1) 

Cheri Enns (1) 

Maria Christina Ponce (1) 

Ravae Ramos (1) 

 

 


